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     12 September 2019 

lgi@parliament.wa.gov.au 

Select Committee Local Government Act 1995 (WA) 

Parliament House 

4 Harvest Terrace 

West Perth WA 6005  

 

Dear Committee 

re:  The Local Government Act 1995 (WA) s.1.3 intentions 
 

The Urban Bushland Council WA Inc. makes the following submission on the s.1.3 intentions.   

The Urban Bushland Council is an association of community groups, mostly ‘Friends of’ groups, 

which help manage and protect areas of publicly owned bushland, many of which are managed by 

Local Governments.  Friends groups work in the public interest, with a focus on biodiversity 

conservation and protection and on-ground management. 

It is notable that the Local Government Act 1995 (WA)  s.1.3 intentions makes no mention of 

service to electors, the public interest, precautionary principle, protection of green space, water, 

trees and biodiversity or sustainability and waste minimisation. 

The south west region of WA is one of the 35 globally recognised Biodiversity hotspots for 

conservation priority because it is under threat.  Further, the Perth Region is itself a recognised 

biodiversity sub-hotspot because of its richness of flora and fauna species, most of which do not 

occur elsewhere.  This special status should be recognised, included and respected in decision-

making by Local Government Authorities in Perth and the south west region.  

There have been, and still are, many cases where local government Councillors in their decisions 

favour the interests of land developers and miners contrary to the public interest, and especially 

contrary to the interest and protection of our unique bushland, its threatened species and 

communities and their value to human health and well being.  Retention and restoration of nature is 

essential in the face of climate change and the health and safety of future generations.  Our urban 

and near urban areas of bushland are suffering the classic death of a thousand cuts due to the 

cumulative impacts of losses, patch by patch.  Local Governments need to be responsible for 

protecting biodiversity in all their decisions as part of their intentions and service to the 

community.   

 

As a current example, the City of Stirling is proposing to allow a land developer (Norup and 

Wilson) to clear and fill part of an ‘A’ class coastal dune bushland Reserve which is adjacent to 

their development site.  The Reserve is a Bush Forever site reserved for the purpose of 

conservation.  This is contrary to the public interest and to conservation and to Bush Forever policy.  

The local community is concerned about this undue influence of a developer which is seen as a 

corrupted process.   

 

Our community representatives have been at meetings with local government officers where the 

vested interests of developers were directly favoured contrary to interests of proper environmental 

protection in the public interest.   

 

Indeed there has been widespread community concern for many years that developers and miners 

have too much influence to the point of corruption in local government decision-making as a result 

of undue influence of these donors.   
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We therefore submit that the Local Government Act should: 
1.  Prohibit donations of any kind from property developers, real estate agents, miners, and non-

residents of Australia, with heavy penalties for both donor and recipient. 

 

2.  Require real-time disclosure of donations at readily accessible sites, both hard copy and 

electronic. 

3.  Allow third party appeal rights against development approvals by Local Governments and by 

the Development Assessment Panels.  It is inequitable that developers have the right to appeal a 

rejection but community members do not have the right to appeal an approval. 

4.  Change expressed intentions s1.3 of the Act so that local governments’ primary objectives 

are that the Act is expressly working in and for the benefit of the public interest, electors, 

residents and ratepayers - present and future, and for environmental protection because the 

Act does not even do this at present.   

 

Representatives of the Urban Bushland Council would welcome the opportunity to discuss these 

matters further with your Select Committee.  We may be contacted via our office at 

ubc@bushlandperth.org.au  or by phone 9420 7207, or if unattended, via our Secretary Margaret 

Owen phone    

 

Yours sincerely 

C Mary Gray 

Chairperson, Urban Bushland Council WA Inc. 
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